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During the February meeting we caught up on some awards missed at the Change of Watch.  First to be recognized was P/C Hamil-
ton Hicks, AP, who received the Old Salt Award for being old, salty and endowed with 31 merit marks ï some earned while com-
manding our squadron and others while fulfilling collateral duties as mayor of Wilmington.   Next, Lt Jan Hilbert received a Certificate 
of Appreciation for her services as chair of the Sunshine Committee during a year notable for the many instances when expressions of 
support from the Squadron were appropriate.  Also receiving a Certificate of Appreciation for creating our richly detailed annual 
Squadron calendar and events planner was Lt Jonnieô Chardon.  Myra Sieve, AP, was awarded half of the Bent Prop Award for the 
adventures shared with Lt John Kelly, JN, while both navigated her sailboat though the upper reaches of the Cape Fear River last 
spring.  

 

P/C Mary Jo Worcester, S received a plaque adorned with a miniature foghorn for her dauntless service as editor of the Foghorn for 
the past two years.  Lt George Ball, P, was similarly recognized for his late night toil as the Foghornôs photojournalist, formatter and 
publisher since the beginning of time.   Finally, Beverly Smith received a Super Spouse award for co-captaining Alanôs many func-
tions as commander and putting up with his prolonged absences while working on the computer, telephone and at meetings during the 
past year. # 
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Commanderôs Report  
Cdr. Joan H. Payne, S 
   

What a great meeting at Bluewater for our first membership meeting for 2010. Even with 
the rain and the heavy fog there were 101 people in attendance. Thanks go out to both 
Jonnie and Kim for their outstanding organization of the meeting.  It is sometimes a 
learning experience for our first meeting of the year but they handled it with grace.   It 
was a pleasure to have our quest speakers from (WHET) Wilmington Harbour Enhance-

ment Trust, Kim Loyd and Paul Canady.  What a great organization to partner with to improve our 
docks in the downtown area.  Kim and Paul both are always open for questions or suggestions to 
present to their organization.   
 

It is one of my primary goals for 2010 to make sure new and existing members are informed and feel 
a part of the organization.  I would like to focus on making sure the person or persons you Sponsored 
or recruited into the squadron are being mentored.  It is our duty as members to guide those we have 
asked to join us and give them direction as to what the squadron is all about.  Make sure they know 
how to get onto the squadron website.  There is a wealth of information for a new and existing mem-
ber.  We have our Public Boating Courses, Vessel Safety Checks, Member Information, Upcoming 
Events with dates and times, and also a list of Bridge Members if you need to contact anyone with 
questions or just to chat. I challenge each of you to at least visit the website once before our next 
meeting and enjoy the information that has been provided.  We can give a big thanks to P/Lt/C Lee 
Hebner, AP for keeping this website updated and everyone informed in such a timely manner. 
 
I hope that everyone has marked their calendar for our upcoming D-27 Change of Watch to be held 
at Blockade Runner on 19-21 March. Come cruise with us on one of the Winner Boats on Friday 
night or join us for lunch on Saturday or the Change of Watch Banquet on Saturday night. The de-
tailed information is on our Website.   This will be an opportunity for all to attend a District Change of 
Watch and support our District Commander Jerry Hall, SN as Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron is 
the host for this event.  P/C Mary Jo Worcester, S is accepting the completed registration forms for 
this event. 
 
I will end with another one of my favorite quotes:  A friend is someone who knows the song in 
your heart and can sing it back to you when you have forgotten the words! 
 
Invite one of those friends to join the Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron and both you and the 
friend will be glad you did.  #  

Executive Officerôs Report  
Lt/C Roger Simmons, SN 
 

Greetings fellow boaters and boating enthusiasts!  It certainly was great seeing a 
number of you at our first membership meeting for 2010 at Bluewater.  Judging from 
the number of you that turned out for the occasion and the fun everyone seemed to 
have, it seems we are off to a terrific start for the Squadron year.  I hope all of you 
agree that Bluewater is a very nice facility for hosting our membership meetings. A 

special thanks is extended to Lt Jonnieô Chardonne and Lt Art Carlson, S and all the volunteers that 
assisted in making this event possible. 
 

Before writing this article, I took a few minutes and looked up the definition of Volunteerism on line at 
Wikipedia.  It read as follows: ñVolunteerism is the practice of people working on behalf of others 
without being motivated by financial or material gain.  Volunteering is generally considered an 
altruistic activity, intended to promote good or improve human quality of lifeé.ò  Please keep this 
definition in mind as I proceed through my report. 
 

Our Vessel Safety Examination program is up and running for the 2010 Squadron year. For those of 
you not familiar with this program, the VSE program helps achieve voluntary compliance with federal 
and state recreational boating safety laws, especially the carriage of safety equipment.  The program 
also raises boatersô awareness of safety issues through one-on-one contact by volunteer vessel 
examiners.  Lt John Kelly, JN has recruited a few new faces so far but he needs more! He is currently 
working on setting up certification classes and training for our new vessel examiners.  The classes 
are scheduled to commence sometime this month.  So contact John or me to sign up.  What better 
way to meet new faces, examine all configurations of boats, both power and sail, and provide a 
valued service to our fellow boaters and the boating community. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 




