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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING & HOLIDAY SOCIAL 
1/Lt Jonnie’ Chardonn, P 

The Annual Membership Meeting and Holiday Social was held on 12 December at the Nicklaus Clubhouse, in the beautiful commu-
nity of Landfall.  Cocktails began at 1800, followed by dinner served about 1845. The Annual Membership Meeting was opened by 
Cdr. Roger Simmons, SN at 1800. 
 

P/C Mary Jo Worcester, S, the Nominations Committee chair shown below left, announced the nominees for 2012. This included the 
slate of officers and 
committee members 
to be elected by the 
membership. There 
were no further nomi-
nations from the floor, 
a quorum was pre-
sent, and the motion 
passed to accept the 
nominees:  

 

Executive Committee: Lt/C Ron Tilmon, SN - Commander (shown above middle left), 1/Lt. Jonnie‟ Chardonn,  P - Executive Officer 
(shown above middle right),  Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN - Educational Officer,  Lt/C  Ben Van Etten, P - Administrative Officer (shown above 
right),  Lt Tom Bellow, AP - Secretary, and Lt/C Ted Poucher, JN -Treasurer.  
  

Members at Large: Lt Robert Hagendorf, S, Lt Edward LaBalbo, S, Lt. Doug Murray 
 

Alternates: 1/Lt Brook Lindbert, SN, - Assistant Educational Officer, 1/Lt. Christine Miller - Assistant Administrative Officer, 1/Lt Sue 
Van Note, S - Assistant Secretary, 1/Lt. Tim Jenkins, P - Assistant Treasurer 
 

Added to these positions will be: Nominating Committee - Cdr Roger Simmons, SN and Maureen Oeters, P, Auditing Committee 
Member - Lt/C David Echevarria, P and Rules Committee - P/C Francine Hall, AP, and P/LT/C Lee Hebner, AP.   
 

The 2012 Bridge, Elected Positions and Chairpersons will take their positions at the Change of Watch (COW), Saturday, 21 January 
2012.  This will be held at the Porters Neck Country Club starting at 1800.  
 

Cdr. Roger Simmons, SN welcomed and inducted three new members to our Squadron who were Joshua and Lisa Roberts and Jeff 
Musselwhite, shown at the left. 

 
P/C Joan Payne, S, thanked the Squad-
ron members that provided Christmas 
gifts for 19 needy children. She also 
read a letter of appreciation from the 
New Hanover County Child Welfare 
Department. 
  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Cape Fear Sail and Power 

 Squadron 2011  
 

Commander  
Cdr. Roger G. Simmons, SN 

3103 Joy Pl 
Wilmington, NC 28409-2071 

(910) 799-3598 
rsimmons@ec.rr.com 

 

Educational Officer  
Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN 
1116 Tennwood Dr. 

Wilmington, NC 28411-8306 
(910) 681-1106  

PDAHL@ec.rr.com 
 

Executive Officer  
Lt/C Ronald I. Tilmon, JN 
406 Painted Spindle Ct. 

Wilmington, NC 28405-8366 
(910) 313-1907 Cell 520-8807  

ron.tilmon@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Officer  
Lt/C David Echevarria, P  

207 Club Ct 
Wilmington, NC 28412-3303 

(910) 791-4255  
davidpe@charter.net 

 

Secretary 
Lt/C Ben Van Etten, P  

8908 W Telfair Cir 
Wilmington, NC 28412-3540 

(910) 409-2587 
benvanet@aol.com 

 
Treasurer  

Lt/C Ted Poucher, JN  
8936 Shipwatch Dr 

Wilmington, NC 28412-3536 
(910) 796-1267 

epoucher@charter.net 

————————————- 
Newsletter Editor  
Lt  Robert Raleigh, S 

1804 Elease Ln.  
Wilmington, NC 28403-3734     

(910) 208-3032 
 rraleigh1@ec.rr.com 

 

Newsletter Publisher  
Lt George L. Ball, P  
6036 Chester Street  

Wilmington, NC 28405-3896  
(910) 791-7752  

ballgl@juno.com 

Commander’s Report  
Cdr. Roger Simmons, SN 
 
Greetings: I hope this report finds all of you recovering from the holiday season and anx-
iously anticipating the arrival of our new year.  Our Squadron will be having a new year‟s 
celebration of sorts on 21 January.  The event is our 60th Annual Change of Watch Cere-
mony to be held at Porters Neck Country Club.  As most of you know, this is an occasion 

whereby the Officers and Executive Committee members for the current year are retired and the new 
slate of elected officers are installed to serve for the upcoming year.  This will be an evening of enter-
tainment with lots of awards and presentations and even a bit of humor.  So, please mark your calen-
dar and join us for a night of fun-filled activities as we “ring in” the new slate of officers and “ring out” 
the old. 
 
Our Squadron year is winding down, and this will be my last Foghorn report to you as Commander.  
As I reflect back over our activities for the year, I feel compelled to comment on a few of our accom-
plishments.  For those of you that attended our Change of Watch Ceremony last year, you may recall 
a few challenges I threw out to some of our members.  One such challenge was to Lt Ken Newland, 
JN, our Membership Chairman, to bring in 20 new members this year and a personal challenge to 
install at least one new member at each of our Squadron membership meetings.  I am pleased to 
report that as of the date of the writing of this report, 38 new members have been added to our ros-
ter, and thus far new members have been installed at each of our membership meetings.  As part of 
the new member orientation process, 21 attended one of the two new member receptions held this 
year and 27 members attending received credit for completion of operations training. You have heard 
me say on numerous occasions that the two most fulfilling things a Squadron Commander can do is 
install new members and recognize existing members for their contributions to our Squadron.  This 
year, approximately 80 merit marks (40% of our membership) were issued to members, recognizing 
them for their efforts and contributions to Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron. 
 
Our meetings were often informative, but always entertaining and well attended thanks to the efforts 
of 1/Lt Jonnie‟ Chardonn, P and her committee members.  Several of our functions were attended by 
80-90 members and guests.  Our boating activities were well planned and included cruises and on-
the-water events for all long-distance cruises (Myrtle Beach and Oriental), area cruises (South Har-
bor Village, Southport and Downtown Wilmington), and a varied assortment of day cruises and raft-
ups. Many of our members participated in these activities and all seemed to have lots of fun. Lt Mark 
Stacy, AP* certainly deserves an “atta boy” in his role as chairman of our boating activities. 
 
On the community activities front, we were very active.  Under the leadership of Lt William Miller, S, 
we performed 279 vessel inspections to boaters in the area. Our cooperative charting program was 
reinvigorated late this year because of the efforts of Lt/C Ron Tilmon, JN. We received national rec-
ognition for our efforts and activities in promoting “National Safe Boating Week.”  We initiated a rela-
tionship with the USCG with many of their personnel and officers attending several of our Squadron 
functions. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Executive Officer’s Report  
Lt/C Ronald I. Tilmon, JN 
 

 Well, here we are starting off on a new year for the Squadron and one that I hope will be 
as successful as last year.   
 

As many of you know, parts of the Executive Officer‟s responsibilities have to do with 
Vessel Safety Examinations.  During this past year, our 23 Vessel Safety Examiners 

(VSE‟s) completed 279 Vessel Safety Examinations of boats in the local area.  Since we have so 
many members with various sizes of boats, I would like to solicit all of our members who own boats 
of any type to please contact our VSE Chairman (Lt Bill Miller, S) and make arrangements to get your 
boat examined each year.  Such an exam signifies that your boat has been examined and has all 
required safety equipment on board, as well as insuring everything is in operational order.  We can 
always use more of our members to become VSE‟s to further assist us in our efforts.  If you are 
interested in becoming a Vessel Safety Examiner, please contact Lt Bill Miller to let him know.   
 

We also had a very favorable year with our Cooperative Charting (Co-Op) Program with the National 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). We submitted six reports adding or correcting information in their nautical charts or 
the Coastal Pilot.  This is a very successful and interesting program that usually involves some on-the-water activity with our fellow 
members who are willing to assist us in these efforts. This activity will be chaired by Cdr (soon to be P/C) Roger Simmons, SN for the 
upcoming year. 
 

We also had an active year promoting safe boating though the efforts of our Safety Officer Lt Doug Murray. 
 

In addition, we had several opportunities to advertise the Squadron though our Boat Show activities under the leadership of Lt Tom 
Bello, AP. 
 

I‟m really looking forward to the coming year and hope that many of you will see that our efforts to promote boating education and 
safety are important. Hopefully many of you will step up to the plate and help us all get our jobs done.     #  

(Continued from page 2) 

Educational Officer’s Report 
Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN, SEO 
 

Educational Classes Off to Good Start  We are off to 
a great start for the education year. The Seamanship 
class started on 10 January with 12 students under the 

leadership of Lt John Kelly, JN. That is a big improvement over 
the past few years. Thanks to P/C Alan Smith, AP* who runs the 
ABC Public Boating class and Lt/C Ted Poucher, JN who en-
courages new membership while conducting the on-the-water 
training for our ABC students for helping us promote safe boat-
ing education. All of our students have joined the Squadron in 
2011. The photo below shows our new class. 
 

We now have seven students 
signed up for the newly revised 
Engine Maintenance course. 
The start date has been moved 
to 19 January and will be held 
in Room S317 at CFCC. One 
of our 2011 new members, 
Josh Roberts, will be leading the class. It‟s not too late to join 
this class. It is designed to help you understand the power 
source for your boat and how to diagnose situations that may 
require a mechanic.  
 

Mark your calendar for the Electronic Communications class 
which will begin on 29 March. The class will also be held in 
Room S317 at CFCC under the leadership of Commander Ron 
Tilmon, JN.  
 

Please contact your Squadron Education Officer at 
pdahl@ec.rr.com if you have any questions or if you want to 
sign up.  #  

As all of you know, boating safety and education is the very essence of our existence and on that front we were quite active as well.  
Approximately 25 individuals attended our basic ABC classes, which for the first time included some on-the-water training. Eight of 
our members participated in our Partner-in-Command training; 27 members completed Operations Training; 12 members completed 
advanced courses in Seamanship and Piloting; 6 members completed Electrical Systems classes; and 11 individuals completed In-
structor Re-certification. Special thanks are extended to our SEO, Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN, for overseeing our education activities this 
year. P/C Alan Smith, AP*, Lt/C Ron Tilmon, JN, and Lt John Kelly, JN, to name just a few, contributed to the success of the program. 
 
In the communications area, our Squadron Newsletter Foghorn and the Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron Web Site each received 
the “National Communication Award” for 2011 thanks largely to the efforts of Lt George Ball, P and Lt Robert Raleigh, S. 
 
The above are only a few of the accomplishments for 2011, and I will have others to mention at our upcoming Change of Watch Cere-
mony on 21 January. I think we can all agree that this has been a good year for our Squadron. Our successes are directly attributable 
to the direction and guidance received from my Executive Committee and the efforts of many of our members that routinely and con-
sistently strive to make Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron the premier organization that it is today.  Heartfelt thanks are extended to 
those of you that made my year as Commander a very meaningful experience. I have truly enjoyed serving you , and I leave my post 
with lots of good memories. # 

(Continued from page 2) 

Assistant Administrative Officer’s Report 
1/Lt Jonnie’ Chardonn, P 
 

I‟d like to know if it‟s true that “the older you get the faster time 
passes.”  I find myself quoting my “elders” and saving everything 
for that “rainy day.” I made a few New Year‟s resolutions to use 
my best china, the silk sheets, the expensive towels and drive 
the boat like there„s no tomorrow.   
 

My resolutions last year were to take at least two courses and 
pass them; I did! There is so much to be learned from these 
classes.  Weather was fantastic, Piloting was a challenge and 
Marine Electronics was outstanding. One that was super inter-
esting was Engine Maintenance, and believe it or not, I loved it!  
If you‟re the captain, the crew or just a passenger, all of the 
courses that our Squadron makes available are worth every 
minute of your time.  The instructors are excellent and are well 
trained in patience, too…thank goodness. 
 
This is my last article as Assistant AO, and I just have to thank a 
number of people. This group is called the “Meetings Commit-
tee,” which consists of a group of members that have volun-
teered to work as a team putting on the events and meetings 
throughout the year.  This group consisted of Lt. Genie Lancas-
ter S,  Lt/C Ben Van Etten P,  Linda Van Etten, Helen Bordeaux 
P, P/C Hubert Bordeaux SN,  Lt. Jan Hilbert,  Julie Jenkins P, 
and Voncile Echevarria, S. 
 

I‟d also like to thank  Lt/C David Echevarria, P, our Squadron 
AO, who worked with me throughout the year.  I know David and 
I have learned a lot about the Squadron, but most of all, we be-

came good friends.                                       See you on Land and Sea.  #  

mailto:pdahl@ec.rr.com


Visit Your Web Site At: http://www.capefearpowersquadron.org 

VOLUME  61, ISSUE 01            CAPE FEAR FOGHORN                        JANUARY   2012 

Cape Fear Foghorn  pg  4 

ELECTED OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES OF THE 
CAPE FEAR SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON FOR 

THE YEAR 2012 
 

Commander    Lt/C Ronald Tilmon, JN 
Executive Officer   1/Lt Jonnie’ Chardonn, P 
Educational Officer   Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN 
Administrative Officer  Lt/C Benjamin Van Etten, P 
Secretary    Lt Thomas Bello, AP 
Treasurer    Lt/C Edward Poucher, JN 
 
Assistant SEO   1/Lt Brook Lindbert, SN 
Assistant Administrative Officer 1/Lt Christine Miller 
Assistant Secretary   1/Lt Susan Van Note, S 
Assistant Treasurer   1/Lt Timothy Jenkins, P 
Three Members At Large  Robert Hagendorf, S 
     Edward Lobalbo, S 
     Lt Doug Murray 
Two Nominating Committee Cdr Roger Simmons, SN 
Members (3 years)   Maureen Oeters, P 
 
Two Rules Committee  P/C Francine Hall, AP 
Members (3 years)   P/LT/C Lee Hebner, AP 
 
One Auditing Comm. Member Lt/C David Echevarria, P 
(3 years) 
Most recent P/C to Exc. Comm. Cdr Roger Simmons, SN 

The meeting adjourned at 1900. 
 
Entertainment was provided by a local band, Mystic River (shown at the 
right). They played a variety of styles of music (especially chosen for our 
group) until almost 2300.   
 
The women looked like they stepped out of the Christmas issue of Vogue 
Magazine while the men were just as festive in their in tuxes and suits. It 
was a wonderful affair with beautiful people. 
 
Below are shown members and guests dancing to the sounds of the Mys-
tic River. #   

(Continued from page 1) 

Note From The New Editor 
Lt Jean Stacy, S 
 
What have I done? How can I follow in the footsteps of Lt 
Robert Raleigh, S? After all Robert and Lt George Ball, P 
achieved national recognition for the 2011 Foghorn!  I‟ve 
worked on many newsletters over the years, but I have never 
taken on one as esteemed as the Foghorn. The pressure is on 
to maintain this excellent publication, so I need your help to 
make me look good! 
 
It‟s easy, just submit your articles to George and me by the 
deadline indicated in the calendar on the last page. Format your 
article with the title in bold Arial 11 font, your name on the next 
line in bold Arial 11, double space and type the body in Arial 9. 
Everything should be left-margin justified and we‟re good to go!  
 
You make me look good, and I will make you look awesome! 
Don‟t hesitate to email me if you have any questions or prob-
lems at jstacy@bellsouth.net.   #       

mailto:jstacy@bellsouth.net
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 Genie Lancaster - Broker, Realtor®
 

ABR, CRS, CSP, E-Pro, GRI, RRS, SFR 
 

(910) 458-9119 (Office) 
(910) 233-4333 (Direct) 
(910) 458-6620 (Fax) 
genie@genielancaster.com (E-Mail) 

 103 S. Lake Park Boulevard 
 Carolina Beach, NC 28428 

www.genielancaster.com  (Web Site) 
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Sunshine Report  
Lt. Jan Hilbert 
 

Get well cards were sent to Rick Neumeister who has 
had two recent bouts in the hospital; to Bert Klehr who 

has had a knee operation; to Ruth Mary Gibson who was deal-
ing with “Atrial Fib”  and to Phyllis Sammis who had her first of 
two cataract surgeries.  All are wished a return to good health 
as soon as possible. 
 
It is always sad to send condolence cards.  A sympathy card 
was sent to Donna and Chris Patterson in the loss of Donna‟s 
Mother.  My Niece, Sharon, lost her husband, Bill, just before 
Christmas, and Joan Payne lost her brother, Mike, a few days 
after the holiday.  It is never an easy time to lose a loved one 
but to do so near a holiday, particularly in the month of Decem-
ber, seems especially poignant.  We are so sorry for all the 
sadness as we extend our deepest sympathy to all. 
   
If you know of anyone in need of a card, please E-Mail hi-
jan@charter.net or call 910-350-0902    #  

For Sale: 
 

1981 40’ Bristol Yawl,  awlgripped Oct. 2011,  
dark Hinckley Green.  40 HP Westerbeke 
Diesel/2 (6) and 1 (12) V batteries.  Main/

Mizzen/130 Genoa/blast reacher/whomper/
spinnaker/storm sails, many more-self-

furling.  Sleeps 5 comfortably/great cruising/
offshore boat.  Much more gear, too much to 

list. 
Located in Marion, MA $85,000.00 

 
Contact:  R. Raleigh for details and equipment 

rraleigh1@ec.rr.com or 409-9864.  

Boat Operator Certification Program (BOC) 
Lt/C Ron Tilmon, JN 
 

In response to actions underway in the United Nations to pro-
mote safer boating, the U.S. Power Squadrons in conjunction 
with the U.S. Coast Guard are developing a new program to 
“certify” boaters and their demonstrated capabilities. 
 
There are four certified levels being developed.  Each one of 
these levels requires completion of certain educational 
courses/seminars and an observed on-the-water demonstra-
tion of the boater‟s boat-handling skills. 
 
Four levels are being developed: Inland Navigator (IN), 
Coastal Navigator (CN), Advanced Coastal Navigator (ACN), 
and Offshore Navigator (ON).  Each level requires more ad-
vanced education and boat handling demonstrations.  At the 
current time, only the IN and CN levels are available with the 
rest to follow ASAP. 
 
There are also endorsements available: They are “CAN” for 
Canadian regulations, “EURO” for European regulations, “IW” 
for Inland Waterways (specifically dealing with locks, dams, 
and other inland issues relating to currents, rapids, etc.), 
“MEX” for Mexican regulations, “PAD” for paddle boats, and 
“SA” for sailboats. 
 
To date, P/C Harold Beatty and myself have been certified as 
IN‟s. I have been certified as an Advanced Certifier who can 
certify on-the-water skills. 
 

The course material for each level costs $30 plus shipping/
handling and sales tax. Material can be ordered through the 
Squadron Education Department (Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN). 
 

If you are interested in pursuing one of these levels, please 
contact Lt/C Peter Dahl, JN  to order your material.  It includes 
a “passport” to be utilized to document your education and 
boat handling skills, and each must be signed off by an ap-
proved BOC certifier. 
 

In addition to attending our classes which will save you money 
on your boat insurance, being certified at the various levels of 
the Boating Operations Certification Program also provides 
substantial additional discounts. 
 
For the coming year, P/C Harold Beatty, AP has graciously 
agreed to spearhead our BOC program efforts for the coming 
year.  I urge all members who are interested in enhancing 
their boating education and on-the-water skills to contact Har-
old with any questions they may have.   #  

27 February Meeting Information 
Lt/C Ben Van Etten, P,  Secretary 
 

This is a “heads up” for an upcoming event. The Squadron‟s 
famous Chili Cook-off will be held during our 27 February mem-
bership meeting.  
 
Lt Julie Jenkins, P is organizing the event and will be calling on 
many of you to join her. I encourage our new members to give 
her a call or send an e-mail offering her assistance. She will be 
sending out more detailed information shortly; meanwhile, all of 
you gourmet chili chefs, cornbread makers and dessert special-
ists start thinking about how you‟re going to win this year‟s prize.  
 
Julie‟s contact: (910)-399-2299 or JenkinsInNC@gmail.com.  # 

mailto:hijan@charter.net
mailto:hijan@charter.net
mailto:rraleigh1@ec.rr.com
http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?userinfo=4f53e190f8dee49a71d271e3cc911c51&count=1326246807&randid=275668618
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Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron 
227 The Cape Blvd,  
Wilmington, NC  

Foghorn 
Published by Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron, a unit of United States Power Squadrons®, District 27.  Foghorn 
is the official publication of Cape Fear Sail and Power Squadron.  Published monthly except for a combined July/
August issue.  Articles and opinions do not necessarily reflect USPS policy or endorsement unless so designated.  
Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron, 227 The Cape Blvd, Wilmington, NC 28412 

Date Event Location Captain 
9 Jan Joint Executive Meeting Federal Point Yacht Club  Cdr Roger Simmons, SN 

10 Jan Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 
12 Jan Foghorn Submissions Required E-mail to Editor Lt Jean Stacy, S 

17 Jan Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 

17 Jan Book Club 1 Lt Genie Lancaster’s Home Lt Genie Lancaster 
19 Jan Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 
21 Jan Annual Change of Watch Porters Neck Country Club Cdr Roger Simmons, SN 
24 Jan  Book Club II Halligan’s Restaurant 1Lt Tina Miller 
24 Jan Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 
26 Jan Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 

25-29 Jan USPS Annual Meeting Hyatt Jacksonville, FL    

31 Jan Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 

2 Feb USPS Founders Day     
2 Feb Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 

4 Feb America’s Boating Course Cape Fear Community College P/C Alan Smith, AP 
6 Feb Executive Committee Meeting Jonnie’ Chardonn’s House Lt/C Jonnie’ Chardonn, P 
7 Feb Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 
9 Feb Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 
9 Feb Foghorn Submissions Required E-mail to Editor Lt Jean Stacy, S 

11 Feb  America’s Boating Course Cape Fear Community College P/C Alan Smith, AP 

18 Feb  America’s Boating Course (optional) Cape Fear Community College P/C Alan Smith, AP 

21 Feb Book Club I Keena Newland’s house Keena Newland 

 27 Feb Gen. Member Meeting (Chili Cook-off)  Watermark Marina  Lt/C Jonnie’ Chardonn, P  
28 Feb Book Club II Halligan’s Restaurant 1Lt Tina Miller 
28 Feb Seamanship Harbor United Methodist Church John Kelly, JN 
1 Mar Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 

5 March Executive Committee Meeting Tilmon’s House Cdr RonTilmon, JN 
8 March Engine Maintenance Cape Fear Community College (Rm S317) Josh Roberts 
8 March Foghorn submissions Required E-mail to Editor Lt Jean Stacy, S 


